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tinguished officers has been a long and close one.
Cqlonel Dillon's popularity is somewhat diminished by
the fact that devotion to his work hardly allows of his
going into society; but his value to the Commander-in-
Chief and to the Indian army is very great.

Of the other Simla celebrities whom I had* the plea-
sure to meet with I can only write briefly. Mr C. U,
Aitchison, the Foreign Secretary, has mpre of the Euro-
pean statesman about him than almost any other Indian
civilian ; and one cannot fail to see that he has a great
deal of'weight of brain, and of that quality which is
most easily described by the phrase "long-headedness."
He was one of the very first of the competition wallahs.
Some very excellent men came forward at first under
the competition system, and continue to do so occasion-
ally ; but of late the system has become one of cram,
and the best men from the universities and elsewhere
are chary of entering into a competition in which suc-
cess can only be hoped for by disregarding the aims
and methods of a liberal education, and putting one's
self under a system of mental development analogous
to the physical training which Strasburg geese are com-
pelled to undergo. Lord Dalhousie, who had a keen
eye for young men of ability, selected Mr Aitchison as
his private secretary at an early period of the latter's
career; and few positions can afford so wide and com-
plete a view of the methods and results of the Indian
Government. The heavy crushing work of the Foreign
Office has been borne by Mr Aitchison in a manner
which proves his tenacity of purpose and strength of
'constitution; but there is too much reason to believe
that its overwhelming demands had undermined the
strength of Mr Le Poer Wynne, one of the most accom-
plished and promising of the younger Indian officials,
whose sudden death a yea? ago deprived Mr Aitchison
of one of the fciost:, useful ^itd valued of His associates